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Costain, Thomas The Darkness and the Dawn 
Doubleday. Oct. 478p. $3.95. (Ila) 


(Literary Guild 


Somewhat reminiscent, plan and plot, the author’s 
earlier historical novel, The Black Rose, this story 
Attila the Hun begins the time has reached the 
apex his power and ends with his death several years 
later. built about the career Nicolan the 
unknown nationality but possibly Bur- 


gundian, who served Attila because his hatred 
Rome and the desire regain the family lands which 
had been unjustly sequestered and handed over the 
Finanalders, whose son Ranno was rival Nicolan. 
Nicolan’s hatred Rome stemmed from his years 
slavery servant Aetius, the Roman dictator, who 
had had him fiercely lashed for uncommitted fault. 
the story also the Roymarcks, beautiful 
blonde countrywoman Nicolan and reputed 
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the last wife Attila, who also the custodian 
Harthager, the swiftest horse his times. 


Having escaped from Aetius, Nicolan takes service with 
Attila combination secretary-private agent-logistics 
expert and sent the latter gather information 
for the projected march Rome which will remove 
the second last obstacle his goal becoming “Ruler 
the Earth.” also commissioned Attila 
find the most beautiful blonde girl the world 
that might add her his current collection forty 
wives. Going first his own country prevent ex- 
cessive military requisitions upon his people, who re- 
gard him traitor because his service Attila, 
persuades Macio the Roymarcks send 
and the famous horse into hiding the East under the 
care the Widow Eugenia. Nicolan himself goes about 
his business mapping Attila’s route and gathering 
supplies feed his hordes. 


The armies are gathered and march. But, protect 
his northern flank, Attila must first march into Gaul 
and there Aetius, with Frankish allies, meets him 
the drawn battles Chalons which could called 
Roman victory only the sense that delayed Attila’s 
march Rome for short time. During the battle 
contingent Nicolan’s countrymen, consisting all 
the members the important families, were lured 
Ranno the Finanalders into fatal charge which was 
blamed Nicolan. Nicolan then sent the Adri- 
atic Coast where the notoriously promiscuous Roman 
Princess Honoria held captive for the Emperor. She 
has offered marry Attila will free her and 
that marriage Attila sees legal pretext for his war 
Rome. Nicolan frees the Princess but the marriage 
never occurs. Byzantium barely escapes At- 
tila’s agents and flees into Europe. Attila now resumes 
his march Rome through devastated and starving 
Northern Italy. sends Nicolan Rome with final 
ultimatum Aetius and there Nicolan decides that 
can longer serve Attila. Attila turned back from 
Rome Pope Leo and retires the eastward with his 
armies disintegrating and himself sick man, marked 
for early death. Nicolan, sensing this, plans return 
his own country and secure its liberation from both 
Hun and Roman the chaotic days which are sure 
follow Attila’s death. 


the way home Nicolan meets returning from 
the East and they recognize their love for each other. 
father, Macio, accepted leader the region, 
dying and Ranno the Finanalders has laid careful 
plans take over the leadership. Nicolan charged 
with having betrayed his countrymen Chalons, false 
witnesses are suborned and true ones prevented from 
testifying. spite Ranno’s machinations Nicolan 
not condemned and agrees duel with Ranno. 
the duel Harthager kills Ranno. Meanwhile Ranno has 
betrayed Attila and the latter has siezed her 
his wife. Arriving Attila’s countr, Nicolan finds 
himself just too late. The bridal banquet has ended 
and Attila has retired his chambers with But 
Attila dies that night, presumably stroke, and 
ingenious play Prince Ellac’s desire succeed 
his father’s power, Nicolan succeeds rescuing 
and returning their own country. 
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Somewhat unevenly written and definitely pedestrian 
pace, this novel not the same class with the 
author’s earlier efforts. The plot complex and un- 
evenly developed; the action illogical and faltering; 
the major characters never fully realize their inherent 
potentialities. The background and description give 
evidence careful research but there nothing original 
the treatment characters events; the conven- 
tionally accepted historical interpretation carefully 
followed and there are few psychological insights 
into character makeup. summary the book rather 
shallow and not very entertaining; generally suit- 
able for adult readers but one who skips will 
suffer any great loss the process. 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


Hersey, John The War Lover 
Knopf. Oct. 404p. $5.00. (III) 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—October 


John Hersey’s new novel complex, painfully de- 
tailed study that suffers from over-extension, distract- 
ing bifurcation plot, and readily predictable out- 
come. Its elaborate plethora psychoneurotic detail 
consequently never becomes convincing even though 
the theme obviously conceived with passionate sensi- 
tiveness and admirable sincerity. 


Essentially Hersey pleading that the reason for war 
“that some men enjoy it, some men enjoy too much.” 
This over-simplification centered hero consumed 
appetite for annihilation, relish for the evil 
that wells out ‘the dark slimy places 
toads and snakes and hairy deep, deep 
down.” the end himself drawn into the 
Freudian vortex and perishes hypnotic worship 
the demon that controls him. 


The story set bomber base England 
the peak the aerial campaign against Germany. 
spective copilot who morally tortured the carnage 
that his duty. His mediocrity and scruples contrast 
sharply with the glamorous prowess, burly braggadocio, 
and cocksure invulnerability Buzz Marrow, the war 
lover and chief pilot. Whereas Boman abhors the 
whole insanity, Marrow huge hunk flying genius 
whose utter virility inspires the whole crew with 
security and pride their association. 


After beginning-at-the-end that makes the whole book 
awkward flashback, the account proceeds through 
twenty-four bombing missions the crew “The 
Body” completes its quota for rotation back the 
States. The seven chapters this section, entitled 
“The Raid,” are replete with flying jargon sufficient 
qualify the reader for pilot’s license. They are 
nated with six chapters “The Tour,” which relate 
activities the base and nearby liberty towns where 
drinking and wenching replace fighters and flak the 
hazards life. Hersey adept this sustained oscil- 
lations, but nonetheless the climax seems artificially 
delayed and plainly foreshadowed. 


The tour brings Boman the nothing-withholding love 
Daphne Poole, and her astuteness assesses Marrow 
for what is. First crumbles Boman’s personal 
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hero; then the last raid collapses cowardice 
pilot; and finally, after his attempted seduction her, 
Daphne reveals the secret have long known: his 
affected courage cloaks common sadism that com- 
pensates for its own wounds destroying others. 
Boman, however, emerges with only slightly greater 
stature. Too surrounded death think life 
unselfish terms, never responds Daphne’s selfless 
offer marriage glimpses anyone’s needs 
but his own. The war lover dies concluding ditch- 
ing “The Body,” and Boman left with memories 
painful life with Marrow had become. 


the credit side are Hersey’s skillful development 
the Daphne relationship, the tense realism some 
the bombing scenes, and the deep sincerity the thesis 
that the source war human character. Debits are 
the overload aeronautical data, latrine language that 
only superficially suppressed partial dashes, great 
sameness about the incessant mental analysis, and 
failure make Marrow universalized symbol rather 
than individualized oddity. Only mature account- 
ants should attempt balance the ledger. 

George Grauel, Ph.D., 

John Carroll University, 

Cleveland, Ohio 


Vaughan, Carter The Charlatan 
Doubleday. Oct. 261p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Some historical novels have intriguing plots, but others 
The Char- 
latan instance the latter type. Colonel Eli 
Wheaton commander Grenadier regiment the 
service Queen Anne. Tricked into military dis- 
closures while indulging moral indiscretions with 
Louise Bargeton, spy the Sun King, court- 
martialed and discharged. effort redeem his 
shame accepts post the English Intelligence 
and given the difficult task rescuing the bastard son 
Victor Amadeus, Duke Savoy, from French 
citadel. Upon his success hangs the outcome war 
between the English and the French. Victor Amadeus 
will launch his troops against the French only his 
by-blow delivered him safe and sound. Eli 
assisted his arduous pursuit 
wench who proves extremely resourceful the use 
her mental and physical assets, West-Indian the 
name Maria Blanchard. 

the story unfolds each episode most gripping, but 
the logical thread that binds them together least 
invalid not totally lacking. This factor contributes 
give contrived appearance the story whole; 
yet, the reader tempted overlook this weakness 
because the arresting power the narrative details 
the author records the precarious steps Eli’s breath- 
taking mission. For adults this book provides few 


hours pleasant escape. 
Brother Robert, 


Mennais College, 
Alfred, Maine 
Weaver, John Live and Breathe 
Rinehart. 247p. $3.95. (I) 
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Life With Father was delightful and original book; 
but, afraid, started long series reminiscences 
which, these many years later, still going strong. 
Live and Breathe probably the latest addition 
the collection, although, who knows, there may 
others with simultaneous publication date. 


John Weaver’s subject his wife Harriet, the most 
proficient do-it-yourself female you have ever met out- 
side the pages Better Homes and Gardens. She is, 
among other things, carpenter, brick-layer, architect, 
inventor, dressmaker, upholsterer, gourmet cook and 
budget-balancer par excellence. addition all this, 
she pretty, can charm the birds off the trees, writes 
and sells short stories and always manages hire in- 
teresting handy men, not the dull kind who come, fix 
the chimney and depart without giving you any inside 
information life with Jack (Barrymore), Harry Tru- 
man’s childhood how grow hair your bald spot 
with pennies dipped vinegar. you are bald this 
last piece advice worth the price admission, 
since Harriet’s Mr. Sneed never gave them bum steer. 


Mr. Sneed but one many “characters” who popu- 
late the Weaver world. John’s own family slightly 
mad, and their summer home, Gooney Lodge, 
asylum for all sorts odd-ball relatives and friends. 
Some this mildly amusing but, the whole, 
seems labored, invented and just bit slick. may all 
true but the author’s fault that does not 
Seem Miriam Quinn, 

Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Wodehouse, French Leave 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 28,1959. 213p. $3.50. (I) 


hate say it, but the present story very mediocre, 
really unworthy the Old Master. The story deals 
with three American girls who come into few thou- 
sand dollars which they decide invest vacation 
France Roville, seaside resort. Here two the 
girls get kind lost the story; but the third, after 
series unrealistic adventures—resulting mostly from 
mistaken purposes and identities—ends like every 
Wodehousian heroine, happily wed. 


The story has all the interest and fluency detailed 
synopsis. Wodehouse pushing all the way and uphill 
that. The characters are standard and musical 
comedyish. The intricacies the plot are that only 
name. 

were curious see was who had changed. 
dusted off Jeeves and found entertaining 
ever, shows ease writing, relish for words, 
real snap and sparkle, the surprise incident and the 
surprise ending, which French Leave lacks. 
Wodehouse now but wonder that the 
trouble. Verdi wrote his best music when was over 
80; Renoir painted some his best pictures his old 
age. Age doesn’t seem necessarily extinguish the 
fires creativity. could that Wodehouse try- 
ing imitate Bissell and Bemelmans. Perhaps 
should return the type writing which did 


well. James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 
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Turner, George Scobie 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 25, 1959. 304p. $3.95. 
Peter Scobie unusual young man excelling in- 
fluencing people and manipulating events. the 
business professional world would have been 
startling success. But this book meet him 
neither business nor professional man, but soldier, 
sergeant the Australian Army fighting jungle war 
against the Japanese. Talent will out and Scobie’s does. 
This the story what happens when tries con- 
trol the lives group soldiers living under the in- 
tense pressures war. begins with Private Andy 
Payne, tough trouble-maker, product the back- 
alleys life. When Scobie wins command over him, 
has completed the first large-scale exercise his 
talent. Lieutenant Tolley next assigned the pla- 
toon, the worst type the professional soldier who uses 
arrogance mask for incompetence. Scobie now 
afforded chance deploy his abilities greater 
and deadlier scale. Sergeant and lieutenant fight 
vicious personal battle win domination over the 
platoon. reaches violent, terrifying climax when 
the men are ordered attack enemy 
position. 

Scobie vigorous novel, alive, the non-stop type. 
replete with fascinating characters and bursting ten- 
sion. gripping portrayal men under pressure, 
their distorted action when ordinary restraints are 
lifted and emtion, seconds, becomes too great for 
control. 

Scobie not war novel. The scene laid during the 
war-days New Guinea 1943. All the actors are 
Australian soldiers combat with the Japs. There 
note plea for peace cure for conflict and almost 
nothing gallantry. Scobie story about people. 
The plot might have been worked out against any back- 
ground, wherever there are people. the best non- 
technical sense Scobie may styled psychological 
novel because deals with more than the flesh and 
bone men. Scobie goes down deep into men, ana- 
lyzes them, dissects them, studies them, weighs them, 
considers background and never for moment forgets 
environs and circumstances. Scobie psychological 
novel perfectly satisfying, well has the mirror been 
held nature. 

The style masculine and vigorous and fast moving 
but never gutterish, cheap catering. From 
Scobie strong story, strongly told. reader’s 


New York, New York 


Enright, Elizabeth 
The Riddle the Fly and Other Stories 


Oct. 184p. $3.75. (Ila) 


There can doubt question about it: Elizabeth 
Enright artist. This volume, her third collection 
short stories, confirms discerning critics’ rave notices. 
For once, the blurbs and jacket citations are true. How 
sad that superlatives have become spent counter- 
feit coin! They should lavished this first-rate 
writer. 

These exciting, richly imaginative, vibrating, sixteen 
stories are limned with poetry, wisdom, and reveren- 


Harcourt, Brace. 
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tial awe. The wonder the human heart lovingly, 
knowingly revealed varied characters, situations, and 
settings. Whether she explores the minds youngsters 
the tangled emotions adults, Miss Enright charts 
course. The range her imagination almost 
limitless, but her compass true: points tellingly 
the very heart man. 

Her characters are real human beings; her descriptions 
are real felt the reader. her fine 
feminine eye for detail and her mastery language, 
this polished writer captures the tints and shades, the 
vital magic, man himself. read her not merely 

Quinn, 


University Scranton 


Morrill, George Dark Sea Running 
McGraw-Hill. Sept. 28,1959. 211p. $3.95. (IIb) 

One afternoon shortly after the surrender Japan, 
Captain Clyde Falk, merchant skipper the Auburn 
Ridge, part-merchant, part-Navy tanker, committed 
act that was haunt the lives ali the men the 
ship who came out World War alive. 


The nature that act, shocking even tough, ex- 
perience-weary crew, not learn until occurs, 
about two-thirds the way through this novel. 
alone,” says Chief Officer Stephen Wallace the first 
page, “could have suspected his capable the mon- 
strous thing did.” And the epigraph the work 
suggests its major Maybe the heart iself 
has subterranean lawlessness—a dark sea running.” 


essence, this book seeks the “why” human action 
distinctly different from anything the performer 
has ever done before. Like his namesake Conrad’s 
tale, Captain Falk his act (not that Conrad’s pro- 
tagonist, however) has cut himself off from the com- 
munity mankind. tribute him that his 
crew, vulgar, sensual, and violent they are, almost 
without exception recognize his essential goodness and 
strength; and tribute their humanity that when 
gives way emotions deep within the heart, they 
share common shock and revulsion. 

seeking answer his question, Mr. Morrill’s 
method present the entire crew, man man, 
various situations. Officer Wallace suggests the method: 
perhaps through examining the ship minute minute, 
studying each man, one can “come understand the 
stresses that tear mind apart.” The greater part 
the book, then, consists sketches, short stories 
embryo, sometimes bitter, rarely comic, frequently vul- 
gar, and often violent. 


the themes collective and individual guilt and 
personal responsibility; the evil men’s hearts and 
retribution for wrongdoing, one finds echoes Haw- 
thorne and Melville well Conrad, though the 
book not put together with the skill these. Mr. 
Morrill’s long apprenticeship the short story evi- 
dent, and this apprenticeship weakens Dark Sea Run- 
ning structurally: until the third part the novel, 
action slight, save for that individual episodes. 
After the crucial episode the book, the action 
melodramatic and, one detail, improbable, though 
with the kind improbability that associate with 
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Hawthorne story—that, granted the existence retri- 
butive fate, becomes actually probable. 


part apologia for the work the Merchant 
Marine World War (the author’s own outfit), 
Dark Sea Running frankly realistic; contains lan- 
guage and episodes frequently vulgar obscene. Gen- 
erally, however, its language can justified the 
context. all, this absorbing book and one 
that should not harm the mature reader. Not another 
Cruel Sea Caine Mutiny, merits consideration 
honest attempt study the stresses that can dis- 


locate the minds Phillipson, Ph.D., 


Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 


Arnold Deep the Shadow 
Doubleday. Oct. 285p. $3.95. (I) 

say that Deep the Shadow sheer melodrama 
not candemn it. Subtitled Novel 
Powerful Man Threatening the South,” moves from 
pedestrian beginnings fury action the end, 
real smash-up. Richard Jordan, ex-Virginian whose 
syndicated press column and national telecasts take 
him around the world and berth him New York 
between-times, goes Central City the Deep South 
investigate mystery mental institution. Seth 
Randall said exert unusually soothing influence 
over his disturbed fellow inmates. Seth thirty-year- 
old Negro whose career pianist was cut short 


events leading his commitment. 


But when Rick gets Central City his colleague, Bob 
Partridge, involves him second mission. 
crusading editor, thinks that one man behind the 
mounting violence and biogtry the Deep South 
(1963); suspects that this man may using race 
prejudice Machiavellian bid for Rick, 
knowing there may sinister forces operative both 
situations, starts exploring them. 
meet Carol King, who’s sensible, pretty, and in- 
telligent; Walter Case, her wealthy uncle who’s the 
construction business; Hal Stacey, brilliant cameraman 
and opportunist who also arrived from New York; 
Mary Randall, Seth’s mother; Dick Sloane, about whom 
you may read for yourselves; and assorted Southern 
characters. 

the author’s credit are his obvious knowledge the 
South and his ability create atmosphere sus- 
pense novel devoid raw sex and profanity. 
found myself more than once visualizing film. 
There’s villain who wants God, and hero 
who’s portrayed sentimentally (and this reviewer’s 
opinion almost mawkishly) sort contemporary 
embodiment the Christian virtues robbed the 
supernatural. level one man’s insane pride and 
extol another’s charity assignment the author 
works out the melodramatic tradition. 

You will not find subjective writing here, nor, for the 
matter that, anything approaching literature. You 
may question the effectiveness the “it can happen 
here” approach the Southern race problem, with one 
man’s goodness near solution. These doubts aside, 


the book reads well and generally recommended. 


Gros 
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Galiant, Mavis Green Water, Green Sky 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 154p. $3.00. (IIb) 
This the kind book can’t understand why the 
author wrote. And I’m not sure even that that sen- 
tence grammatical. isn’t that don’t understand 
the story. What story there understand just fine. 
But there’s little it. What we’re doing again 
delving into the mysterious and queer depths people. 
all the time for the delectation the morbid. I’m not 
sure that any would much look our 
subterranean selves were all laid out public. know 
there’s good and bad the best and all that 
business, but just don’t care know much about 
how people got that way, nct all the time, and piti- 
lessly. The characters are helpless the hands 
these modern neuro-surgeon authors. Things they never 
knew they had show like magnified warts, and the 
decent coverings daily existence are denied them. 
any case, these characters aren’t real, but products 
the authors’ cosmic progenerative processes, and they 
give birth some real strange things. One can only 
presume that these things live within the writers them- 
selves they couldn’t know them intimately. 


This particular book stripping Aunt Bonnie; her 
daughter Florence, mostly known Flor; nephew 
George whose queerness abated slightly grew out 
adolescence but was still queer; and really sad 
type named Wishart who lived off women 
dreams, except during the school year when was 
teacher dramatics preparatory school, something 
would have died before admitting. 


There one admirable soul the book, Bob Harris, 
who married Flor and must certainly have lived 
regret and loathe her relatives, her mother most 
all. But made show and was really de- 
cent, perhaps his being Jew—an outrage really, that 
Flor should have married him—gave him honest re- 
spect for his elders well for his wife. any 
rate, put with Bonnie with kindness and con- 
sideration, and let Flor her own way into 
mental institution, again because was too decent 
force her into facing life when all she ever had wanted 
was avoid reality. 


very likely that this well written book, even, 
the book jacket has it, “elegant, complex, and in- 
tensely sophisticated.” suspect there much 
human nature learned Anderson, Grimm and 
Aesop—but what’s more you get good story, too. 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Huxley, Elspeth The Flame Trees Thika 
Morrow. Aug. 26,1959. 288p. $4.00. (Ila) 


Reminiscences childhood spent developing 
farm the wilds the Kikuyu country Kenya 
form the meat this new book already prolific 
writer things African. child six Mrs. Huxley 
trekked into the backcountry with Robin, her some- 
improvident yet hard-working father, 
and Tillie, her able-to-face-anything mother, start 
coffee farm Thika where the brilliant red flowers 
the flame trees were more numerous and larger than 
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the dusty brown leaves. Armed with knowledge from 
government pamphlets corrected only hard-won ex- 
perience, they struggled the years just prior World 
War meet the problems that paradox environ- 
ments which Africa and establish farm which 
would give them sufficient wealth return the cool 
green fields England. 

This book the saga that farming adventure told 
from the memories child enlightened the pre- 
science later adulthood. sense, however, 
childish book but rather conglomerate story their 
experiences with the superstitiously ignorant yet craftily 
sly natives, whose erratic behavior was always major 
factor farm activities, their problems with the 
environment, their relations with neighbors, their 
experiences with animals and plants and, general, 
with the paradoxical mysteries which are Africa. 
strictly adult book and definitely not for children. 
The details the story are far too numerous and com- 
plicated for telling here but the end result absorb- 
ing, though unevenly paced, African adventure which 
can read with some profit adults. 


Villareal, Jose Antonio 

Doubleday. Oct. 8,1959. 235p. $3.95. (IIb) 
Pocho, first novel, based conflict Mexican- 
American cultures, has its stirring moments, well 
its Too, the growth the 
fornia-American problem real one, other culture- 
conflicts have been, are, and will be, other areas 
both coastal and inland and border States. 

According Spanish friends, Pocho term which 
once endearment and humorouly derogatory 
one. relates here Richard Rubio, whose father, 
Juan, caught the revolutionary crux Villa and 
Obregon, comes Paso and, finally, California. 
Proud heritage that Mexican, not Spanish, and 
proud his first son, born the American side the 
border, Juan’s life conflict establishment and 
wanderlust. Juan finally accepts the life the Santa 
Clara Mexican groups for his family, only leave his 
wife and children they reach maturity. Traced 
against background highly interesting detail and 
contrasting hopes and frustrations, this story Richard 
Rubio limns his coming age. The culture conflict 
partially resolved for Richard his assimilation into 
the great mass manpower recruited for the military 
services. 

Author Villareal has probed skillfully into the drama- 
tic experiences sensitive, knowledgeable, question- 
ing boy growing up. continuing conflict, Richard’s 
relations with God, family, girls, the gang, his school, 
are delineated against basic background poverty 
and rebellion. The sums his knowledge vary the 
family fortunes fluctuate from migrant status set- 
tled citizenship and life. 


There are scenes great color, whether revolu- 
tion, depression-years caravans migrant workers. 
Some scenes, notably those between Richard and his 
father, Juan, are near poignancy. And others, Rich- 
ard strives worthy his heritage, have Horatio 
Alger-like gleam. Nevertheless, the story line clear 
and vivid, sometimes too frank and brutal, but never 
cloying even its sentimental scenes. 


Pocho 
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Since this first novel, and seemingly based part 
personal history, hearsay and experience, would 
interesting read the author’s next. 


Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 
Bates, Breath French Air 
Little, Brown. Sept. 24,1959. 209p. $3.75. (IIb) 


The never-to-be-anticipated goings-on the Larkin 
family merry old England ride high the clouds 
hilarity Bates’ novel-without-a-lull, Breath 
French Air. Especially refreshing its reversal 
the common portrait the typical Englishman 
fussy, dry, proper and drawn; these Larkins are lusty 
lot with plentiful feeling for the fuller life. 


The story traces the adventures the Larkins 
vacation quiet French seaside resort—a trip under- 
taken pick Ma’s spirits and speed the beget- 
ting grandson for Pop his daughter, Mariette, 
and her highbrow husband, Charley. What happens 
when all ten the Larkins arrive the scene simply 
never happened before the staid Beau Rivage hotel. 
There the hilarious awkwardness the stout inn- 
keeper, Madame Dupont, over the fact that and 
Pop Larkin just never got around getting married, 
and the arrival each addition the brood made the 
need ceremony less urgent. There the com- 
petition for Pop’s favor between Madame Dupont and 
Angela Snow, sparkling British lass staying the 
resort, finally driving Madame Dupont acquire the 
ultimate man-bait: new hair-do and new corset. 
There are the various lessons Pop must give French 
bartenders mixing Red Bull cocktails, and the lessons 
Pop must learn speaking and understanding the 
French language. And there the magnificent anni- 
versary feast honoring Mariette and Charley, which 
climaxes the vacation with parade food, cham- 
pagne, music and gaiety the Beau Rivage did not know 
before and will not know again. 


Bates presents with novel down-to-earth 
comedy its jovial best—sent pleasurably soaring 
Breath French Air! 

George Perry, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Pascal-Dasque, 
Kenedy. Sept. 24,1959. 220p. $3.75. (iia) 


Lucinie, for all its brevity, ambitious work. 
takes mystic for its central character and tries inter- 
pret for the world the secret dwelling with God 
while working for men. The aim noble but, like most 
noble aims, very difficult fulfilment. make 
ticism intelligible others, Mme. Pascal-Dasque 
had first lay hold some meaning for herself, 
bring down terms which she thought adequate 
for comprehending and describing the unitive way 
prayer its farthest reaches. She comes with some 
concepts which are comparatively easy understand- 
ing themselves but little use since they not 
portray the type life she trying de- 
scribe. 


Lucinie 
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The plot the novel quite simple. nursing nun 
Algeria has been changed bitter experience from 
gay, lighthearted person one who reserved and 
distant. The experience has, however, not only thrown 
her back upon herself but has driven her more pro- 
found prayer. She feels herself called upon yield 
unhesitatingly God; the demand made clear 
some strange awareness which has sensible well 
spiritual reality. The community quickly senses that 
there something unusual about the Sister but not 
impelled action until she works miracle. Brought 
larger community and put under scrutiny, she be- 
comes practically exhibit sanctity and stirs 
increased excitement working another miracle. After 
much questioning and examination, the people around 
her are convinced that they are dealing with saint 
and, presumably, leave her work out her life un- 
disturbed union with God. Through all these extra- 
ordinary experiences, Sister Lucinie remains lovable 
person, soul called greatness, not really serene but 
apperently because the concerns the world are 
quickly reduced order the depths her vision 
God. 


There one big difficulty about Sister Lucinie: she 
probably never existed, probably newer would exist. 
person such she not impossible, but improbable 
and therefore, according old, old dictum, much 
the worse for Mme. Pascal-Dasque. 


Sister Lucinie radiant being and one cannot help 
admiring her; and there marvelous touch the 


reader’s first introduction her, where her splendid 


blitheness spirit quelled the pharasaic scandal 
taken narrow-minded old nun. The little incident 
should pondered all religious who set their own 
fussy, suspicious rectitude absolute norm con- 
duct and actually introduce others concepts evil 
better left untouched. Her mysticism muddy 
amalgam, not clear blend, the natural and the 
supernatural. Mme. Pascal-Dasque saying what she 
thinks mysticism might but she pays too little heed 
what is. There little heterodoxy here— 
the book has flavor religious indifferentism and 
Sister Lucinie thinks that the soul loses its identity 
some way after death; but heterodoxy not the factor 
which mars the story’s probability most. What have 
here nun who strict religious and yet seems 
have drawn very little the riches Christianity, 
who obviously devout but never seems aware the 
Church’s sacramental life. She seems aspire toward 
power-contact with God, more the fashion 
faith-healer than that mystic. The portrait does 
not seem true, though the whole book does have power 
drawing toward goodness. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Walder, Francis The Negotiators 
McDowell, Obolensky. Sept. 25, 1959. 166p. $3.50. (Ila) 


The Prix Goncourt which has been awarded this 
novel, published France Saint Germain 
Negociation, awarded each year the Academie 
Goncourt, made ten French writers who vote for 
the best imaginative work, preferably novel, published 
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during the year. There question that this work 
purely imaginative. The narrator, during the first 
part the book, presents the discussions which may 
may not have taken place pertaining the negotia- 
tions between the Catholics and the Huguenots 
France 1570. The Catholics have been appointed 
Charles who selected them under the influence 
his mother, Catherine de’ Medici. These two repre- 
sentatives meet with two Huguenots discuss four 
strategic towns much coveted both parties. The 
author obviously wished show that the human factor 
most important all negotiations. diplomat should 
never appear know his adversary’s method! 
time should those concerned lay all their cards the 
table. 

what might called the second part the book 
appears Mlle. Mesmes, cousin one the Catholic 
negotiators. She has embraced the Protestant faith and, 
she states, dedicated and shall never 
abjure lifetime.” the final analysis she, 
the unscrupulous one, who manages change the plans 
and have them her way. 

The book slow reading and many ways uninterest- 
ing. can hardly called historical novel; but 
merely imaginative tale which contains many satiri- 
cal elements diplomacy. seems vehicle 
which Belgian writer Francis Walder has selected 
expound his ideas the futility long-drawn-out 


negotiations. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Ogilvie, Elizabeth The Witch Door 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 5,1959. 306p. $4.50. 


The Colonial builders along the Maine coast paneled 
their doors the shape cross—“Christian doors,” 
some them called them, “witch evil 
could enter house with doors like that. Elizabeth 
latest novel laid her favorite locale, 
island off the Maine Coast, tells the story one family 
during summer when the witch doors their be- 
loved cottage almost failed protect them from evil. 


The head the family Megan, attractive her early 
40’s, mother three children, who has been carrying 
wisely she could since her husband’s desertion 
eight years ago. Chris, now 15, misses his father and 
has almost forced his mother help him build 
legend father who Korean war hero, perhaps 
communist prison, perhaps amnesiac who will 
some day return. Christ resents the generous friend 
the family who has fact been father him for 
the last years, and who would now like become his 
stepfather. Megan realizes that she about reap the 
whirlwind her well-meant deception, and begins the 
summer knowing that the time has arrived disillusion 
her son and bring him accepting Richard instead 
his imaginary father. Two little girls, complete the 
family, Shelley “fair and sturdy child whose 
happiness shone through her like strong sun light 
through one’s hand,” and Emily, marvelously sure- 
footed, dark, 10-year-old who sometimes looked like 
infant poet, and other times worried and very 
plain waif.” 
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sparkling day June the family returns their 
summer home Fairweather Island, Megan full 
joy and confidence that, this beloved setting, she can 
somehow work out her problem with Chris and bring 
him acept her marriage Richard. reader will 
surprised when into the idyllic setting, witch doors 
notwithstanding, comes Evil the person the long 
lost husband and father. Craig returns left, un- 
cannily the same gay and irresponsible character, but 
also changed, reticent about the last years, determined 
effect reconciliation with his wife and children. 


How Megan solves the now urgent triangle her life, 
how the children, especially Chris react their hero 
father the flesh, what Richard does when learns 
that the rival had believed dead proves very 
much alive, where Craig had really been all these years, 
why left his family and why returned, are the 
questions which keep the reader turning the pages 
Elizabeth Ogilvie’s novel quickly 
would carping complain that the resolution the 
tangle too circumstantial; that the character Craig 
does not quite ring true; that the last word far from 
written the 15-year-old Chris; that real life the 
characters are unlikely live happily ever after 
the author implies. After all, Elizabeth Ogilvie not 
Mann. She just nice American woman, who really 
knows her innocent sun washed Maine coast, and who 
has written nice, readable story with loose ends, 
for the ever-present ladies-home-journal trade. 

Genevieve Casey, 

Detroit Public Library, 

Detroit, Michigan 


Collier, Eric Three Against the Wilderness 
Dutton. Oct. 1959. 349p. $4.95. 

Thousands outdoor enthusiasts and nature lovers 
will read this book avidly. Collier’s own story, 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 

Exodus (IIb) Uris Oct. 15, 
The Ugly American Lederer& Burdick 
Doctor Zhivago (Ila) Pasternak 
Celia Garth (1) Bristow July 
Tents Wickedness (IIb) DeVries Aug. 1,’ 

California Street (IIb) Busch July 
Advise and Consent (IIb) Drury Aug. 15, 
Mrs. ’Arris Goes Paris (1) Gallico Dec. ’58 
The Light Infantry Ball (1) Basso June 15, 
The Young Titan (IIb) Mason June 15, 
The Chinese Box Eyre May 
The Art Llewellyn Jones (IIb) Bonner Aug. 
Nine Coaches Waiting Stewart Feb. 

NON-FICTION 

The Status Seekers (Ila) Packard May 15, ’59 
For Plain (Ila) Golden Aug. 
The Years With Ross (Ila) Thurber June 
Mine Enemy Grows Older (IIb) King Dec. 
Richard Nixon (Ila) Mazo July 
Senator Joe McCarthy Rovere July 
Only America (Ila) Golden Aug. 
The House Intellect (Ila) Barzun June ’59 
Image America (Ila) Bruckberger July 15, ’59 
The Great Impostor (Ila) Crichton July 


that young Englishman who came Canada 
1919, married quarter-breed Indian girl named Lillian, 
and took off for the wilderness British Columbia 
where had been granted sole trapping rights 
150,000 acres. Because over-hunting, the beavers 
had gone, the land was marshy, the creeks dried up. 
Collier, his wife, and his young son, Veasy, built arti- 
ficial dams; the marshes drained, the creeks flowed 
again and, when the beavers returned, the whole sec- 
tion returned its primeval loveliness. Mr. Collier, 
who has written many accounts the great outdoors, 
writes vividly and with distinction. Tragedy and humor 
interlace his rustic living and the reader lives vicariously 
the supreme adventure man pitting his heart and 
sinew against the elemental forces nature. 


Digest features this book its October issue. 
book than can recommended for all. 
Brother Gerald Edward, 
Good Counsel High School, 
Wheaton, Maryland 


Williams, Kenneth 
Lincoln Find General: Vol. 
Macmillan. Oct. 6,1959. 395p. $7.50. 


All serious Civil War students “command and staff” 
routines will find this Volume Five the late Ken- 
neth Williams’ monumental work, (of which left 
only two chapters unfinished the time his death), 
the defense Helena Prentiss, the capture Port 
Hudson Banks, Sherman’s capture Little Rock, 
and the eventual choice Grant “Lincoln’s 
general.” There are, course, many incidents be- 
tween, notably Rosencrans’ tactics Murfreesboro 
June 1863, and the Union defeat Chickamaugua 
September the same year. Professor Williams, 
mathematician profession, has style that unique 
and though his works are primarily directed the 
technicalities war, logistical and strategic, and though 
casual reader may find himself quickly bogged down 
what seem unimportant minutiae, careful 
study leisure will eventually convince him that even 
our Civil War was reality collection little things. 
What pleased this reviewer most was the justice done 
two the most maligned Union generals, Rosen- 
crans and Halleck, both whom are usually treated 
little more than nincompoops. Both were competent 
men who deserve more credit than they have been 


given now. 
Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Brooks, Van Wyck Howells: His Life and World 
Dutton. 296p. $5.00. 


this biography the dean 
portrays William Dean Howells and his times. The 
Ohio-born Howells, son printer, was blessed with 
attractive disposition and keen intelligence. From 
newspaper reporter’s career the Midwest, Howells 
moved Boston, where became editor the 
Atlantic Monthly, and world-known writer. Howells 
traveled widely both New England and abroad, and 
his peregrinations were most important for his literary 
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development. had mounted somewhat timidly 
the threshold fiction from the high-roads and by- 
roads where had studied manners and men.” Howells 
established considerable number prominent friend- 
ships. was quick praise new writers and was in- 
strumental assisting the reputations such diverse 
figures Mark Twain, Turgenev, and Tolstoy. the 
peak his own success, Howells had achieved vast 
reputation; yet his last years and buffetings 
came from every side.” the belief Van Wyck 
Brooks that America will rediscover Howells and come 
acknowledge his greatness. 


Mr. Brooks has not attempted write definitive 
biography Howells; rather has taken eclectic, 
nostalgic look his subject and leisurely ramble 
through the last decades the nineteenth century and 
the first twenty years our present era. Those readers 
who are well-acquainted with the American literary 
scene during these years will particularly enjoy this 


book. 


usual, Mr. Brooks superb filling backgrounds. 
His landscapes are graceful, interesting, and informa- 
tive. His work extremely rich detail, steeped 
knowledge the period which writes. While 


most readers will find that this present biography 
deficient literary criticism, and while some readers 
might quibble with some the few literary judgments 
that are made (Is Howells really superior Trollope, 
for instance?), all readers will enchanted Van 
Wyck Brooks, the civilized, charming raconteur. This 
biography pleasure read, and what more need 


said recommend book. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Newell, Gordon Paddlewheel Pirate 
Dutton. Oct. 10, 1959. 248p. $3.95. 


Steaming and sailing around South America side- 
wheel river boat, after taking away from the sheriff 
New York, Ned Wakeman truly earned the name 
Paddlewheel Pirate. Gordon Newell, with great 
deal research for facts, brings the biography 
another fantastic New England sea captain the days 
the California gold rush. Although the story covers 
the sixty-two years Wakeman’s life, almost half 
the book used narrate the journey the New 
World from New York San Francisco, five months 
action; but was this journey which brought fame 
the daring captain and colored the rest his life. 


Born Westport, Connecticut, 1813, Ned Wake- 
man went New York when twelve years old make 
his way the world. After two years store, 
around the world hell ship, survived the 
evil temper the captain and again went sea 
Black Ball Line packet ship. studied navigation and 
was made second mate when only seventeen. Chief 
mate for the Line before was twenty, left be- 
cause considered the trips back and forth Liver- 
pool ferry run. 

Shipwrecked the North Sea, mutinied against the 
West Indies, chased police Bremen after riot, 
was ready and able steal his vessel from the 


241 


authorities England when they libeled for the 
cost repairs. served sailing master the 
Mexican War and after the war smuggled goods and 
out Mexico. returned New York, fell love 
with the steamer New World and thus began the epic 
story another theft libeled boat which too 
unbelievable fiction. 
The vigilantes were formed shortly after Wakeman’s 
arrival San Francisco and took active part. 
Returning the sea, chose wife; but trip 
Australia then Peru, and Washington politics delayed 
the marriage. Another trip around South America 
river boat restored some his fortunes and finally 
was married. 
Gordon Newell writes with refreshing, breezy style 
and you smell the tang the tossed sea, realistic 
his choice words. Certainly this reader, Paddle- 
wheel Pirate welcome new style biography and 
one enjoyed all. 

John Cullen, Lt. Comdr., U.S.N.R., 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Hobart, Alice Teasdale Gusty’s Child 
Longmans. Sept. 343p. $5.00. 


The school literary criticism, which 
holds that fiction only autobiography, more less 
thinly disguised, could find its support Alice Hobart’s 
story her own life. Gusty’s Child reads almost like 
montage the dozen novels which Alice Hobart 
has written within the last thirty years. 

Now her middle sixties, serene the belief that her 
adventures are over, Alice Hobart looks back mood 
wonder and gratitude the life she has led. She 
amazed how much has happened herself and 
the world since her quiet, happy childhood rural 
Midwestern society that has disappeared completely 
the stone age. She recalls the great changes her 
personal life—leaving home for the competitive mael- 
strom the University Chicago, her first attempt 
earn living Y.M.C.A. secretary, her decision 
become missionary teacher still medieval China. 
Marriage American business man China, vio- 
lent upheavals the Orient, two world wars, moves 
New York, Paris, Berlin, Washington, C., 
fornia, Mexico follow what seems like quick suc- 
cession. Alice Hobart cannot quite believe that all this 
has happened the ordinary little girl who was Gusty’s 
Child. This theme individuals and families, reacting 
the shock great social change appears all the 
Hobart novels—in the early Chinese stories, Yang and 
Yin, Oil for the Lamps China, the City Long 
Sand which reflect people literally hurled from their 
conservative, primitive way life into the complexities 
industrialization, war, communism. also forms 
the underlying theme her California novels, The Cup 
and the Sword, The Cleft Rock, which trace the con- 
trasts between early pioneer hardships and the vastly 
more complicated problems modern agriculture. 
thinking about the sum total Alice Hobart’s work, 
one wonders whether the effect radical change upon 
the individual may not the central theme all her 
fiction. Perhaps her insight into this problem, authentic 
not profound, may account for the fact that most 
her novels have appeared best-seller lists. 
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Alice Hobart recalls her autobiography that, when 
she was small child, her ambition was have rag 
carpets her floor, and missionary China. 
indicative the integrity this woman that she 
realized both these childhood dreams. Her marriage 
1914 Earle Hobart, American business man 
China, gave her both rag carpets, happy personal 
domestic life, and the opportunity share not Chris- 
tianity, but the benefits Western industrial civiliza- 
tion with poor and primitive people. 


Oil for the Lamps China which drew almost literally 
upon her early life with her husband the frontier 
provinces China remains Mrs. Hobart’s best literary 
achievement as, one feels, may have been the most 
vital chapter her personal life. Yang and Yin, River 
Supreme, the City Long Sand continue the saga 
the American business man courageously braving the 
rising tide anti-western and communist sentiment 
China. The very plots these novels are all apparent 
the incidents Alice Hobart’s life revealed 
Gusty’s Child. 


Peacock Sheds Its Tail, laid Mexico where Mrs. 
Hobart spent the time during World War while her 
husband was serving with Army Intelligence, reflects 
another aspect her China experience. longer 
the American business man kind missionary, doing 
his best convert backward people the good (as 
well the goods) industrial civilization, but rather 
rapacious force bent upon exploiting the poor Mexi- 
cans. not hard relate this change attitude 
the account Gusty’s Child how Earle Hobart, 
after literally risking his life save the company’s 
property during the anti-Western riots Nanking, was 
abandoned his oil company and forced resign. 
One can only marvel that Alice Hobart not more 
bitter than either her novels her autobiography would 
indicate. 


Gusty’s Child may find wide reception commentary 
the literary output novelist who has been, 
not important, certainly popular. can read 
simple and reticent account happy marriage, 
picture unpretentious child the now passing 


generation. 
Genevieve Casey 


Paloczi-Horvath, George The Undefeated 
Little, Brown. Oct. 305p. $4.50. 

The author, descended from Calvinist-Hungarian aris- 
tocracy, embittered against Hungarian “feudalism” 
his estranged natural father, matured between the great 
wars and college-trained Pennsylvania, was, during 
the rise Nazism, liberal Budapest journalist with 
affinity for theoretical Marxism. escaped Hun- 
gary when that country was occupied the Germans, 
but returned after the war, despite love that had 
grown him for London and the British way life. 
went back Hungary invitation become 
editor Communist-established “popular front” pub- 
lication. was the time thorough communist 
and became Party member. 

1949, was surprised, although had seen 
happen others, arrested without warning. 
went through the now well-known tortures, con- 


Best 


fessed, was tried, and participated the trials other 
innocents. Yet still remained loyal Party believer. 
After two years jail, however, received revela- 
tion that “the whole thing” was wrong. Three years 
later, because the ferment de-Stalinization, was 
released the “greater prison outside.” resumed 
literary work, was affiliated with the freedom move- 
ment 1956, and once again escaped from his native 
land when the Russian tanks entered Budapest. 


bare outline, the author’s history not much dif- 
ferent from that probably hundreds Hungarian 
liberal intellectuals. the context his background, 
however, some factors appear make this book worthy 
study. 


First, not the detailed delineation 
administration that makes this interest the general 
reader, for these horrors are already well known except 
the communist sympathizer. But the 
own experience much valuable information about 
the inner details the public convolutions the Party 
Hungary, particularly the activities Rakosi, 
Rajk and Kadar. The bewildering spectacle funda- 
mental disorder the heart the Party illuminated, 
not explained. 


even greater interest the effect historical fact 
and personal imprisonment upon the writer. took 
two years torture and cooperative shamming con- 
vince him, suddenly, that all was wrong. Why 
idealist the professed nature this autobiographer 
reached the schizophrenic stage now declares neces 
sary good Party member not satisfactorily 
explained. satisfactorily explained why the 
two years were necessary realize his error. More im- 
portant still, not explained why this writer appar- 
ently has not even yet explicitly rejected 
communism. For, after the point his great revela- 
tion, went working with the communist govern- 
ment. All that seems project emotionally the 
feeling that “they double-crossed me.” other words, 
the message boils down the belief that all marxists 
were like the author, could still make the world 
Marxist, without the individual power grabs the 
Stalinists. 


While this book valuable materiel the ideologi- 
cal war, readers are warned the author’s closing 
words: confused and believe simple things 
like common sense and common decency.” That the 
door went in. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Blum, John Morton 
From the Morgenthau ears 
Crisis—1928-1938 

Houghton, Mifflin. 583p. $7.50. (Ila) 


First impressions are not always correct, learned 
from reviewing this book. When first received 
copy could not immediately spare the time read 
thoroughly, but did give hasty examination. 

was delighted see that serious and scholarly 
tempt was being made digest the immense and im- 
portant Morgenthau Diaries. format this book 
sembles the excellent series the New Deal Arthur 
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Schlesinger, Jr. was with great reluctance that 
put this book aside organize first week’s classes. 


reading the book, was disappointed. While John 
Morton Blum excellent editor and co-author, the 
book chopped up, without any consistent logical de- 
velopment. There brief biographical sketch that 
well establishes the basis for the close personal friend- 
ship between Morgenthau and F.D.R. 
“Both were the sons wealthy fathers, both were com- 
fortable, both enjoyed degree easy elegance, yet neither 
really cared for the toys and games the adult rich.... 
Both, the best sense the word, were gentlemen, con- 
siderate, civilized, decent men who avoided displays wealth 
emotion. Both, furthermore, took their problems one 
one, looking for practical solutions rather than for broad con- 
cepts about government, society man. Theirs was kind 
patrician instinct for public service and social welfare, 
theirs also inbred attachment country, family, 
neighborhood, and private property. Neither was radical, 
neither intellectual, but both had respect for intellectuals 
and open-minded zest for new ideas.” 
many ways Morgenthau was lesser Roosevelt, 
description that still leaves Morgenthau esteemed 
place history. The book describes his role Roose- 
velt’s gubernatorial administration New York and 
the work for Roosevelt’s presidential nomination and 
election. Passed over for the position Secretary 
Agriculture, Morgenthau accepted the governorship 
the Federal Farm Board with broad mandate the 
field farm credit. After short period became 
the Secretary the Treasury. 


this point the book loses its readability, except for 
There are several chapters, each 
dealing with phase Treasury operations. There 
highly selective historical material the exten- 
sive activities the New Deal the field finance. 
But much the material technical nature. The 
without sound background will not under- 
stand or, worse, believe that does thereby under- 
stand, some intricate and involved matter. 


This book belongs every good college and university 
library reference history, politics, public adminis- 
tration and economics. However the professor had 
better take care that the student well qualified before 
the book required reading. 


Joseph Maloney, 
Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University 


Brief Comment 


Wynn, Keenan (as told James Brough) 
Wynn’s Son 
Doubleday. Oct. 237p. $3.95. 


ruefully frank autobiography this account 
son famous father whose dedication his 
one the greatest clowns his time eventu- 
alienated not only his wife but also their son. 
With everything money could buy lavished him 
Keenan Wynn confesses that for many years looked 
his father only source cash get him “off 
the hook” for various extravagances and escapades, re- 
the comedian’s apparent inability under- 
the needs his wife, Keenan’s mother. That 
understanding and affection reconciled the 
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two, father and son, makes touching but unsenti- 
mental story worth reading. 


Campanella, Roy It’s Good Alive 
Little, Brown. Sept. 306p. $4.50. 


This modestly heroic story Roy Campanella’s life, 
his early success one the great catchers base- 
ball’s long history, the tragic accident which paralyzed 
him and ended his career, and his courageous recovery 
and determination live and enjoy what blessings life 
can bring should appeal not only the multitude 
baseball fans—who will learn great deal about the 
contribution which the early Negro Baseball Leagues 
made baseball, among other baseball stories—but 
everyone who admires admirable man. deserves 
great popular acceptance and should best seller. 
It’s Good Alive can recommended all 
readers. 


Price, Vincent What Know 
Doubleday. Oct. 313p. $4.50. (Ila) 


Mr. Price has dual career, that actor and art 
historian, critic and collector. There trace 
ghost the writing this “visual autobiography.” This 
sounds indubitably like Vincent Price. stimulat- 
ing and attractive account his early interest art, 
which developed and was pursued throughout 
eventful and valuable life. Few perhaps know that 
Mr. Price highly regarded artists and museum 
directors sound and knowing evaluator art 
esteemed as, one may quote another, “an 
actor’s actor.” His tastes are catholic, embracing Afri- 
can primitives and early Mexican art well the 
Greek, Renaissance, Impressionist and modern. 
generous selection photographs some his more 
prized art objects included. 


Cooper, Diana The Light Common Day 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 14,1959. 274p. $5.00. 


Lady Diana Cooper continues her autobiography this 
volume, which takes where The Rainbow Comes 
and Goes left off, the launching the production 
The Miracle which she played the role, alternately, 
the Madonna and the Nun. Her happy marriage 
with Lord Duff Cooper and their various exploits 
the high society England and Continental Europe 
until the eve World War II, are recounted with 
much quotation from letters, some them rather em- 
barrassingly intimate and personal, and from what ap- 
pears have been rather copious diary. The book 
should prove popular with women readers and also 
value record segment recent history and 
generation the like which shall not see for many 
years come. Photographs and index, and two- 
page genealogical tree the Rutlands and Coopers 
are provided handsomely printed book. 


Atkinson, Alex and Ronald Searle 
Rocking Chair Across America 
Funk Wagnalls. 111p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Mr. Searle’s fussily scratchy and marvelously intricate 
pen-and-ink drawings illustrate text drawn from the 
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free-roving imagination Mr. Atkinson who has never 
set foot these Stateside territories, but who, like 
many many Europeans and others across the world, 
know all about America from reading about the 
works American authors and seeing what Americans 
the multifarious products Hollywood and 
Culver City. The resultant “travelogue” can very 
funny experience and revealingly refreshing comment 
the way make others look and wonder 
they look with some doubt about our sanity. The 
danger is, with all such witty spoofs, that some 
readers will take the authors seriously and start raising 
shouts and unfurling Old Glory protest. this 
satiric underneath least satire sweetened with 
affection sorts. Not for everyone, perhaps, because 
many prefer their dish tea cup home- 
brewed coffee. 


Skinner, Cornelia Otis The Ape 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 15,1959. 172p. $3.00. 
autobiography, this, but collection twelve light- 
hearted and one tempted say light-headed essays, 
least ten which appeared originally various 
issues the Reader’s Digest, the Ladies’ Home Journal 
and the Times Magazine. Miss Skinner dis- 
cusses her compulsive mimcry, her ire packaging ex- 
perts, the use big words, vacation bores, plane waits, 
stage fright, and several other minor frustrations and 
major irks. all pleasantly feminine and light 
souffle. 


Peale, Norman Vincent 

The Amazing Results Positive Thinking 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 13,1959. 280p. $3.50. 
Dr. Peale’s latest volume collection testimonials 
congratulating him for saving various souls from feel- 
ing insecurity, various depressions and discourage- 
ments, making new men and women out the many 
who have found his “positive thinking” and “thought 
conditioning” boon their lives. brief all goes 
prove that Dr. Peale thinks important 
and positively successful person, only because 
enough people have told him make him reason- 
ably sure that is. 


Evans, Oliver New Orleans 
Macmillan. 195p. $5.00. (Ila) 

The story the growth the great city which has 
become major port the United States, the develop- 
ment its unique character mixture French, 
Spanish and Yankee cultures, its architecture 
toms, its cemeteries, are the meat this book. Trav- 
elers planning visit New Orleans will find this 
excellent preparation for their interestingly 
written and may even serve armchair substitute 
for travel. The photographs are few; there good 
index. 


Montross, Lynn The United States Marines 
Rinehart. Sept. 28, 1959. 242p. $10.00. 


pictorial history the United States Marine Corps, 
which was founded 1775, this absorbingly in- 
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teresting book, not only for members the Marine 
Corps, past and present, but for the general reader who 
will find herein much reason for pride the Corps 
its members justifiably have. There running 
account the various engagements 
Marines have proved their worth 
battle force from the days the Revolution the 
Korean war; and attention given too the training 
program and methods, including that the women’s 
auxiliary the Marines. There are well over 400 
illustrations. Senator Paul Douglas contributes 
preciative introduction. 


Goldstein, Ruby and Frank Graham 
Third Man the Ring 


Funk Wagnalls. Oct. 15,1959. 213p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Reuben Goldstein has told Frank Graham his life story, 
from the pavements the lower East Side Man- 
hattan via the boxing ring and eventually into 
ing prize fights. highly respected referee, 
but complains that one the loneliest pro- 
fessions. continually ducking possible encounters 
with the inevitable fixer who wants offer him bribe 
for decision, get some advance information 
help his betting. was, Ruby tells us, his hitch the 
Army 1942, and happy marriage later that helped 
him out the depression his defeat 1926 Ace 
Hudkins had induced him. The book makes 
ant reading and should popular with sports fans and 
boys all ages. 


Mydans, Carl More Than Meets the Eye 
Harper. 310p. $4.50. (II) 


Carl Mydans likes called Photo-reporter rather 
than merely photographer. has been 
photographer photo-reporter for Life since that maga- 
zine began 1936 and has been literally around the 
world many times and the thick great deal 
the history that has been made that time, including 
the second World War and the Korean War, which 
latter imbroglio was taken prisoner and spent months 
the communist prison camps. But this book pub- 
lished without single photograph it; and there 
little need pictures. For Carl Mydans proves 
able evoke picture after picture with words that are 
often poetic, and always brimming with sympathetic 
understanding and compassion for the human beings 
portrays. the human being the event, rather 
than the event itself that interests Mydans. And 
communicates that interest simply effectively. 
There is, indeed, More Than Meets the Eye this 
book, which can recommended all adult readers. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Words Science and the History Behind Them 
Illustrated William Barss. Houghton. Aug. 25, 1959. 
266p. $5.00. 
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Convinced that people are frightened away from the 
study science the unfamiliarity its vocabulary, 
the author has chosen 250 words from the various 
sciences and page each traces the assignment 
the term the particular element, fact process 
represents, and many cases associates with related 
facts individuals. few the terms are only in- 
directly connected with science (e.g., academy, grammar, 
liberal arts) but the path from Academus, betrayer 
Helen Troy “theoretical interest only” the first 
these words fascinating the reader glad they 
are included. the other hand one suspects typo- 
graphical error the use the word universe, since 
all the material that page—and good material is— 
has with university and college. Actually, good 
many more than 250 words are defined, with little 
stories included, since many related terms may also 
found, for example under nicotine find strych- 
nine, quinine, morphine and papaverine. Under in- 
fluenza (which particularly enlightening) also 
malaria. Unexpectedly under dynamo pops 
the anecdote about the Sultan Turkey who refused 
electrify Constantinople because the name the 
current-producing machinery sounded like dynamite 
him. Under idiot, the customary gradations between 
that unfortunate and the imbecile and moron are 
pointed out, but added for good measure are the deriva- 
tions fool and stupid. And on. Each page 
reveals the solid scholarship, good humor and person- 
contact the author always maintains with 
his reader, the same time that brings home good 


deal interesting information. Well indexed and 


handsomely printed. 


Butler, Beverly The Fur Lodge 
Illustrated Herb Mott. Dodd. Sept. 28, 1959. 204p. 
$3.00. 


Basing her story incident the journal 
American trader, Peter Pond, the author 
tells story 14-year-old Jules who wanted 
voyageur like his brother Baptiste. Permitted accom- 
pany expedition trade for furs with the Yankton 
Sioux, undertook hold his own with the men, 
spite friendly teasing, arduous duties and accidents. 
was his determination not robbed during the 
trading which broke off relations with the Indians, who 
left the scene secretly. Foodless and canoeless, the men 
returned camp leaving Jules guard the furs they 
had acquired. Out their meager stores they could 
give him only eleven spoonsful cornmeal last 
many days until they should come back for the furs. 
Unexpectedly delayed, they found Jules perilously close 
starvation and sure that had had encounter 
with the dreaded loup-garou during their absence. Not 
until they regained camp, again after bad experience 
with blizzard, did the leader the expedition explain 
that the voyageur’s loup-garou was only the fear-in- 
duced panic that overtakes man who loses his nerve. 
makes pleasant story read boy’s successfully 
taking his place among men. And the semi-starvation 

ays the boy, the author describes them, are 
graphic and convincing. The characters lack depth, 

owever, and the motivation times seems weak. 
Junior high readers will enjoy adventure story. 
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Campbell, Ralph 

Alive Christ: Meditations for Young People 
Newman. July 31,1959. 321p. $3.75. 
For the retreat period, religion classes, private devo- 
tions and spiritual reading general, Jesuit priest 
provides material for mental prayer over the ecclesias- 
tical year. four parts corresponding the Church 
year, the book follows fairly evenly the same pattern 
for each: dedication, motivation, and three sections 
each containing from six points sufficient for 
15-minute meditation. materials and anal- 
ogies are taken from the familiar everyday life the 
adolescent. Since the book intended for the be- 
ginner, the Introduction particularly helpful. Here 
the technique and procedure meditation are out- 
lined, and certain terms used defined. Judicious use 
italics and bold-face type, well variations 
margins and wide leading between paragraphs, prevent 
the page from frightening off the reads-as-he-runs 
reader. Libraries which need this type book will 
find very helpful. 


Olivia Roman People 
Illustrated Lino Lipinsky. Houghton. Sept. 15, 1959. 
243p. $3.00. 

Ten short stories which depict many phases 
Roman life during the Augustan Golden Age are pref- 
aced soundly interpretative Introduction which 
the author points out that Romans the period were 
much like ourselves being all sorts, prosperous 
and materialistic. Their ownership slaves, however, 
she maintains gave them cruel, selfish streak. Her 
stories illustrate all these points and more. They are 
about aristocrats both honorable and despicable, about 
the mystique the Legion, charioteers, slaves, daring 
mariner, shopkeepers, teen-aged delinquents. beau- 
tifully ironic vignette depicts the great Augustus’ re- 
sentment that the Jews should dare call anyone but 
himself the Prince Peace. Most exciting the tales 
the chariot race between Red and White teams. 
every case the setting skillfully detailed and made 
substantial part the slight plots, that the reader 
whose previous acquaintance with Roman history comes 
from six-week unit ancient history, from such 
background reading could not escape connec- 
tion with Caesar, Horace, Herod, Ben-Hur the early 
Christian martyrs, unconsciously absorbs both informa- 
tion and impression. And yet the scholarship behind 
the stories never obtrusive, never holds the action. 
The result history its easiest, plus remarkable 
depiction human nature. 


Craig, Margaret Maze Now That I’m Sixteen 
Crowell. Sept. 15,1959. 185p. $2.75. 


better than average teen-age novel, Beth Hillyer, 
only daughter strict parents, receives excellent grades 
school but socially failure. Shy and reserved 
the point diffidence, she inwardly resents the situa- 
tion and subconsciously blames her mother’s old- 
fashioned ideas. Through the likeable and popular 
Chip Endicott who invites her her first dance, Beth 
awakes new world excitement. She longs 
accepted Chip’s friends but curiously she does 
not take hold. The party she gives flop. quarrel 
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with Chip, conversation inadvertently overheard, and 
the growing distrust the part her mother build 
for crisis. she fails make the honor 
society which her grades seem warrant, there 
second awakening, bitter the first was sweet. 
With honesty Beth faces the situation and places the 
blame where belongs. The ending happy some- 
what pat. the whole the book good. The values 
are real and the situations plausible. Its message 
for the shy Beths this world. The not-so-shy will 
like it, too, for its ease and friendliness and the evi- 
dent sympathy the author has for teen-age problems. 

M.M.S. 


*George, Jean Side the Mountain 
Illustrated the author. Dutton, July 31, 1959. 178p. 
$3. 


Tired being citified and eager try his hand self- 
sufficiency, Sam Gribley, teen-age, nature-loving, ad- 
venture-seeking lad, decides away Great- 
Grandfather Gribley’s long abandoned farm, some- 
where the Catskill Mountains wilderness. How 
finds and takes possession the land, provides food 
and shelter for himself, overcomes and survives incle- 
ment weather from one May another, becomes ac- 
quainted with the animal world about him—all make 
absorbing, fascinating teen-age reading. The black-and- 
while drawings the things Sam made—fish hooks, 
animal snares, willow how did things 
—cooked and ate and washed and slept—should prove 
useful, perhaps even challenge boy and girl scouts 
alike. fact, readers, young and older, who 
have bit the Sam Gribley coursing through their 
veins. Here very different book, book with fresh- 
ness, humor and uniqueness. 

Sister Emma, 

Andrean High School Library, 

Gary, Indiana 


Margaret Alison 
Illustrated William Ferguson. 
237p. $3.50. 


The author’s note the end, the timetable import- 
ant dates and events, and excellent bibliography 
give this delightful account Iceland, Greenland and 
Vinland more than ordinary story-book value. The 
account itself historical dramatization the ex- 
plorations and daily lives, customs, and traditions 
the Vikings. This real adventure story, rich 
vivid description and fine illustration. Norse culture 
and Norse people are once more brought life the 
persons Erik the Red, discoverer and leader the 
Greenland settlement, his son Leif who found Vinland 
and brought Christianity Greenland, Karlsefni and 
Gudrid, and all the other brave Voyagers who left 
their homes Iceland and dared sail farther westward 
over uncharted Atlantic 500 years before Columbus. 
Today, the author’s note tells us, Greenland 
strategic importance source weather information 
necessary keep planes flying. 1958, states the 
timetable dates and events, de-luxe hotel for air- 
line passengers was built near the very site these 
early Norse settlements. Margaret Alison 
Johansen who has given this fine account, not only 
the Old Greenland from its very beginning, but also 


Voyagers West 
Washburn. 1959. 


Best SELLERS 


the busy, present-day, prosperous, forward-looking 


New Greenland. 
Sister Emma, SS.C.M. 


Joseph 


Illustrated Symeon Shimin. 
248p. $3.00. 


The winner the 1954 Newberry Medal 
scene here typical American village, his theme 
the disappointments that can result when well-meaning 
individuals try force their ideas others, his plot 
the invasion individual privacy that may come 
from carrying out these ideas. But there still boy 
coming grips with the adult world, and the conclu- 
sion the story sees him labeled grown his best 
friend. Twelve-year-old Andy Rusch, Jr., tells the story 
his friendship with amiable Onion John, squatter 
who raised onions, ate onions others eat fruit, used 
the village dump supermarket. Only Andy could 
translate his speech. the boy, Onion John’s primi- 
tive rituals for Halloween, rain-making, apple growing 
and exorcising seemed just reasonable did Andy, 
Sr.’s fond hope that his son would take part the 
great scientific achievements his time, even going 
the moon. the instigation Andy, Sr., the vil- 
lagers built new, modern house for Onion John, 
which the lovable eccentric accepted because feared 
hurt their feelings. And promptly set When 
the good people planned use the insurance 
build, and when Andy, Jr., could find way out 
summer job industrial plant (to gain technical 
atmosphere), both decided run away. Unfortunate- 
ly, Andy couldn’t accept Onion John’s scheme smoke 
the evil spirits out his benefactors twirling lighted 
oak branches, and Onion John knew Andy had 
grown up. 

The narration delight its consistent use boys’ 
language and expression boys’ ideas. The characters 
stand out sharp and clear. Andy and his pals are 
normal, wholesome boys; his parents, wise, tender and 
life-like; the people the community, identified 
perceptive phrase two, are recognizable. And Onion 
John himself, his friendliness, simplicity and dignified 
individuality, wholly believable and enjoyable. Above 
all, the relation between father and son beautifully 
handled. For junior high and up. 


The Chinese Way Life 
World. Oct. 1959. 


Onion John 


Crowell. Oct. 15, 1959, 


Lin, Yu-t’ang 
Illustrated Howard Simon. 
127p., map. $2.95. 

This latest volume the “Major Cultures the 
World” series duplicates some the material found 
Grace Yaukey’s Land the Chinese People (Lip- 
pincott, 1951). But where the latter author maintains 
strictly chronological order, with additional chapters 
Chinese life, art and future, Lin’s work concentrates 
Chinese society. Like some the other books 
its series, slight story framework provided, this 
case the device American-born Chinese boy 
seeing China for the first time. Through Chu Pin’s 
experiences learn about the geography China, 
the great city Peking, the language (this well 
lyzed), the festivals, houses, family relationships, reli- 
gions and philosophies, leaders and history, Western 
influences, from Marco Polo’s time on, and—very brief- 
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under Communism. Necessarily, the 
formation brief and factual; sometimes, super- 
However, the explanation the author gives 
why conditions developed (where Yaukey content 
give only the conditions themselves) and how they 
compare with the American way life, very helpful. 
So, too, are the index-glossary and the chronological 
chart comparing Chinese history with that the Near 
East and Asia, Europe and Western Hemisphere from 
3000 B.C. 1950 A.D. The dozen books sug- 
gested for further reading contain majority adult 
titles beyond the reach the junior high student 
whom this volume addressed. The bold black-and- 
white illustrations Howard Simon increase the vital- 
ity interesting text, though perhaps photographs 
would have been more realistic. whole, the book 
moving tribute great civilization and the 
ten million exiles who strive hold the old values 
they adapt new surroundings. 


Margaret Chang, 
St. John’s University Library, 
Long Island, New York 


Margaret 
Mars and Jan Fairservis. 
17,1959. inches, 318 p., photogs. 
bow Book) 


People and Places 
World. Oct. 
$4.95. Rain- 


Like all the books this series, this handsome 


volume, beautifully designed, invitingly printed and 


attractively illustrated. addition, the text comes 


fom well known anthropologist who here demon- 
she can write for young people entertainingly 
for adults. little over third her book de- 
voted explaining primitive man and how slowly 
culture and the work the anthropol- 
uncovering that culture. slightly longer sec- 
tion describes the cultures five widely dissimilar 
goups: Eskimos, Plains Indians, African Ashanti, and 
Cretan Minoans. Here the emphasis the way 
these peoples solved their difficulties fashion 
permit them live their environment, make the 
most the developments other peoples with whom 
they associated, and satisfy the particular values and 
beliefs they evolved. Finally, comes section sum- 
marizing the basic needs and beliefs common all 
men, pointing varieties approaches these (the 
discussion the arts and style general illuminat- 
ing here), plus overview problems still 
such universal peace, sharing progressive 
nations with slower ones their knowledge, skills and 
food, and wider, continuing education the part 
peoples. There are reading list, bibliography 
and index. Aside from the very substantial 
information passed the young reader, perhaps the 
best feature this book the smooth, easy transition 
interesting case history logical generalizations, 
and the bringing home the reader the significance 
these principles. 


Neal, Harry Edward 
Disease Detectives: Your Career Medical 


Research 


Messner. Oct. 192p., photogs. $3.50. 
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The author three earlier career books for adolescents 
(Nature’s Guardians, Pathfinders, U.S.A., and Sky- 
blazers) took advantage his proximity the National 
Institute Health Bethesda and his friendship with 
some the workers the various divisions NIH 
call young people’s attention increasingly expand- 
ing and rewarding field. loosely organized book, 
covers briefly the history medical research from 
Hippocrates 1958, devoting decidedly more space 
20th-century discoveries than earlier findings. Though 
there are separate chapters the work geneticists, 
biochemists, biophysicists, psychiatrists, mycologists, bac- 
teriologists, virologists, neurologists, women researchers, 
radiologists and pharmacologists, well one the 
medical artist and photographer, included each are 
little anecdotal passages which may may not bear 
directly upon research. Thus few paragraphs men- 
tion the generosity young Mennonites and members 
the Church the Brethren who volunteer for NIH 
experimentation. Elsewhere, the pioneering specializa- 
tion certain American drug houses adverted to, 
with comment their current personnel strength and 
need. Each the chapters brings out the training 
necessary that field, associations which give further 
information, current salaries paid, and the general em- 
ployment situation. All are enlivened short human 
interest stories. final chapter refers the help 
which instrument engineers have given medical re- 
search and the volunteer work Bell Tele- 
phone Company engineers charitable projects this 
field. The book ends with list organizations, with 
addresses, from whom further information may ob- 
tained, plus about recent books the subject within 
the grasp the high school reader. This good ma- 
terial for the career shelf and informative reading for 
the intelligent general reader interested his own and 
his neighbor’s health. 


Nevins, Albert 
Dodd. Sept. 96p., photogs. $3.00. 


picture-text, illustrated the customary excellent 
Maryknoll photography, describes conditions Tan- 
ganyika, Kenya, Uganda and Zanzibar. The area 
considered whole, and brief paragraphs tell about 
tribes, missionaries and religions, topography, cities and 
lakés, livelihoods, health, housing, clothing, recreation, 
government, wild life, the arts, relations with the 
United States, and the area’s outlook for the future. 
Two the regions included Tanganyika and 
Uganda are also covered John Gunther’s Meet the 
Congo (cf. Best Sellers, September 15, 1959). One 
finds somewhat more information about religion and 
bit more optimistic outlook about here than the 
book, but the coverage whole, the analysis con- 
ditions, and the abundance anecdotes the latter 
book are superior. 


Away East Africa 


Pitkin, Dorothy The Grass Was That High 


Drawings Genevieve Vaughan-Jackson. Pantheon. Aug. 
14,1959. $2.95. 

Kit Harris, lonely for Long Island Sound, her boat and 
books, faces summer Vermont with her overtired, 
withdrawn father and her gentle mother. the farm 
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there would “nothing, absolutely nothing do,” 
she thought. But Kit has rich vacation, and 
tribute the author’s fine writing that much the 
wealth the summer yields comes from little things, 
everyday incidents the Claythorne farm. 


her first walk, Kit stumbles upon newborn bull 
calf which she immediately loves and names Hilltop. 
Through Hilltop she meets Jettson who, after saving 
her from attack the jealous mother cow, shares with 
her the secret his hideout crag under preci- 
pice. Jett, eldest the Clay boys, brings her his 
family and the days that follow she all but adopted 
them. When Kit learns that all bull calves are 
slaughtered, she buys Hilltop and does daily chores 
earn the calf’s feed. Such care given the young 
animal that wins trophy the Parish Show. Kit’s 
love turns from the Sound the hills, from sail boats 
young livestock. She dreams becoming known 
throughout the county for the fine cattle she will raise. 
Given Kit, the happy Clay family, and the rolling Ver- 
mont seen through their eyes, this logical 
conclusion. The book vivid sound, color, and the 
urgency living things. The character portrayals are 
sensitive. For the child (11 and up) who reads the 
book there experience store. 
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*Stolz, Mary Some Merry-Go-Round Music 
Harper. Oct. 14,1959. 178p. $2.39, paper $1.65. 

experiment designed something about the 
rising cost books the individual buyer, Harper 
Brothers introduce popular writer’s latest junior novel 
two bindings: “Harpercrest” for schools 
and paper for private ownership. The title for this 
one apparently comes from the carousel which 19- 
year-old Miranda was riding, when date with 
young man she disliked, and from which she saw 
stranger she felt she might love. Being girl who 
wanted peace any price, she was apt along 
with divisive family, with couple young men who 
wanted date her, with uncongenial fellow-worker, 
with office associates who imposed her. Not until 
the boss’ self-centered son proposed her did her 
spine stiffen sufficiently quit boring job, discover 
how satisfactory can stand life, and 
begin plan how she could re-establish contacts with 
Matt Smith, fellow-vacationer whom she had been 
genuinely interested. The plot slight, and the prob- 
lem not one frequently encountered everyday 
But the characters are real and three-dimentional. And 
the dialog irresistibly right for each person, thanks 
apparently the author’s keen ear. Less subtle than 
some her earlier novels, this can enjoyed 
younger girls well the 16-18-year-old group. 


Entered Second-Class Matter 
Scranton, Penna. 
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